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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


Art. XIY. — Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physi¬ 
cians of Philadelphia. 

1866. Dec. 5. Abortion; Commencing Amputation of the Left Thigh, 
from being encircled by the Funis and probable Death of the Foetus from 
Compression of the Cord. —Dr. A. Nebinger read the following case :— 

I was called to Mrs. S-, who was suffering with uterine.pains and 

hemorrhage. She informed me that she was nearly four months ad¬ 
vanced in her pregnancy. She could not assign any cause for the 
threatened abortion. After having made vain efforts, for several days, 
to quiet the uterine disturbance, the abortion took place. I was present 
at the time. The foetus was expelled with the amnion membrane entire. 
Having placed this in a basin, I proceeded to remove the placenta. 
This accomplished, Mrs. S. expressed a desire to know the sex of the 
foetus. To satisfy her curiosity I opened the sac, when I was surprised 
and much interested to find the following conditions present: There was 
one turn of the umbilical cord (as is accurately represented in the accom¬ 
panying figure) around the left thigh, about three-quarters of an inch 
above the knee, and so tightly encircling the limb as to have produced 
a deep groove in the soft tissues, and to have cut off the circulation of 
the limb below the part where this funis ligature was fixed. 

The case is brought before the Fellows of the College because of the 
two points of positive interest which it involves, namely, the apparent 
cause of the death of the foetus, by compression of the cord, and as a 
demonstration of the manner in which a foetus in utero may sustain the 
loss of a limb, or a portion of one. Any fact which will throw a single 
ray of light upon the subject of congenital deformities and aid in forming* 
a rational, or common-sense, conclusion in regard to how they are pro¬ 
duced, cannot be without interest and value. Such defects are frequently 
accounted for by mothers, and indeed by some physicians, as the results 
of mental agitation, produced by seeing the deformed, etc. etc. By some 
physiologists and physicians these deformities have been accounted for by 
what they are pleased to call an arrest of development. Both of these 
modes are liable to grave objections, and are, I may say, generally given 
and received with doubts of their sufficiency. The case here presented, 
so far as it goes, negatives both those modes of accounting for certain con¬ 
genital abnormities, and demonstrates how, by mechanical means, they may 
be produced. In this instance, the Fellows will see by even a slight exami¬ 
nation of the foetus, to which I now invite their attention, that it is evident 
if the cord had not been so tightly wound around the thigh, its compres¬ 
sion would not have been so great as to have entirely prevented the cir¬ 
culation through it; the foetus would then in all probability have' lived, 
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yet the arrest of the circulation in the limb 
below the point ligatured by the cord would 
have been so great as to have certainly mate¬ 
rially diminished the growth of the leg and 
the lower part of the thigh, and would in all 
probability have given rise to sloughing off 
of the limb, and the child would have been 
born with a stump as nicely rounded up at 
the point of separation as if the amputation 
had been performed by a most expert and 
skilful surgeon. 

The accompanying figure is an accurate 
copy of a photograph of the foetus, taken 
within twenty-four hours after its expulsion 
from the uterus. 

The foetus, judging from its altered condi¬ 
tion and the statement of Mrs. S. in regard 
to the interruption of the catamenia, had 
been dead for at least two weeks before it was 
cast off. 

1861. Feb. 6. Report on Meteorology and 
Epidemics. —Dr, W. Lehman Wells read 
the following :— 

In making a report on Meteorology and 
Epidemics, it is necessary to acknowledge my 
inability to establish any connection between 
the state of the atmosphere or the tempera¬ 
ture, and the more severe epidemics, other 
than what is already known ; as that vegetable or animal decomposition 
and a certain degree of moisture are essential in many cases, and that cold 
is destructive to some epidemics and renders others inoperative for the 
time. Whether, however, the decomposing substance, the moisture, and 
the heat, produce the causes of epidemics, are themselves those causes, 
give rise to conditions requisite for, or at least favourable to, their de¬ 
velopment, or may not be in some instances entirely independent of them, 
is often not definitely known. The statistics will, therefore, be presented, 
and the prominent peculiarities and coincidences noted, in the hope that 
the exact relation in which they stand to each other may be discovered at 
some future time. 

The statistics of the Board of Health of Philadelphia, although collected 
and arranged by that body with a great deal of care, are not as useful as 
they otherwise would be in consequence of the inaccuracy of the returns 
made by physicians, and of course more especially by so-called physicians, 
between whom and regular practitioners, unfortunately, no distinction is 
recognized by the law. To illustrate this inaccuracy, I shall take the 
month of January of the past year, where there are reported 51 deaths 
from debility ; 32 from convulsions; 29 from inanition ; 29 unknown ; 24 
from marasmus; 4 from sore throat, and 2 from tumours. There are also 
3 cases simply reported hemorrhage to 13 in which the seat of the hemor¬ 
rhage is mentioned, and 8 of cancer to 15 in which the seat of that disease 
is indicated. 

Besides these, 43 deaths are reported from old age ; 15 from casualties; 




